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Weekly newsletter                                        January 6, 2012
Reading

     This week we completed our first round of literature circles.  The children read, questioned, explored, and discussed their books. I was amazed with their questioning skills and deep understanding of their novels.  Next week we will be reading from our anthology text, The Stranger.  Check it out with your child.  We have been doing “Café” and “Daily 5” in our classroom.  Be sure to ask your child what this is about!
Spelling

    This week we had “long e” words. I was very proud of the student’s scores.  

   Be sure to look over next week’s words (“long i”) over the weekend. Try a new technique to learn the words! Maybe write them in salt, or roll them with clay. Reviewing the words a few minutes each day makes a difference! Study!
English

     We are reviewing common and proper nouns and verbs.  When reading with your child, be sure to point out the nouns and verbs in the sentences.  
   Science

    We are learning about our sound and light.  We’ve learned how they travel, and how they are similar, but different.  Discuss light and sound with your child and see what they know. (
Social Studies

     We finished up our Unit 2, Lesson 5 and 6 studying about human characteristics of the United States and special purpose maps.  We’ve learned the difference between human and physical characteristics and we’ve taken a look a population, climate, and elevation maps to learn about our great United States.
Math

     We have been buzzing through our independent math lessons.  Hopefully, everyone will meet their goal this week.  We also have been working on story problems that require the students to really THINK.  Please continue to practice the multiplication & division facts at home.
      Teacher Info

   I hope you and your family had a restful and fun holiday vacation.  The children said Santa was very good to them!!! 
    Please add the following dates to your calendars!  
Jan. 16  PD for teachers-
     No school for students
Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Party

Feb. 21- No school 
Feb. 24 - Edg. Fun Fair
Feb. 27-28 - Parent conferences

Feb. 29 - no school  (   
     Look over the papers in today’s folder and celebrate your child’s successes!!  I’m very pleased with their progress!! (  
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